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Description

Munich, 1949: Amid the chaos of defeat, it's a place of dirty deals, rampant greed, fleeing war
criminals, and all the backstabbing intrigue that prospers in the aftermath of war. It is also a
place where a private eye can find a lot of not-quite-reputable work: cleaning up the Nazi past
of well-to-do locals, abetting fugitives in the flight abroad, sorting out rival claims to stolen
goods. It's work that fills Bernie Gunther with disgust - but it also fills his sorely depleted wallet.

Then a woman seeks him out. Her husband has disappeared. She’s not looking to get him back -
he’s a wanted man who ran one of the most vicious concentration camps in Poland. She just
wants confirmation that he’s dead.

It's a simple enough job. But in post-war Germany, nothing is simple — nothing is what it
appears to be. Taking the case, Bernie takes on more than he’d bargained for, and he soon finds
himself on the run, facing enemies on every side. In a defeated and divided Germany, it’'s hard
to know who you can trust.

Sales Points

o After 15 years, Philip Kerr resurrects his most compelling protagonist: Bernie Gunther, post-
war Berlin’s hardest-boiled private investigator.

o “Kerr is a fine novelist; in terms of narrative, dialogue, plot, pace and
characterisations, he’s in a league with John le Carré and Alan Furst.” - Washington Post
o “Bernie Gunther’s the right kind of hero for his time — and ours.” - New York Times Book
Review

Author Profile

Philip Kerr was born in Edinburgh and went on to study at the University of Birmingham. He
worked as a copywriter for Saatchi & Saatchi, before becoming a full-time writer. He has written
three other Bernie Gunther books — March Violets, The Pale Criminal, and A German Requiem -
and also a highly successful children’s book series entitled Children of the Lamp (as P. B. Kerr).
He lives in London and Cornwall.
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