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In the Mississippi Delta of 1954, the aristocratic son of a famed Delta family, Jack Branch has 
returned to his ancestral home, intent on an act of noblesse oblige. He decides to teach at the 
local high school, and designs a course called 'On Evil', one that will prove a sure-fire attraction to 
his decidedly unsophisticated students.   

Eddie Miller is one of those students. But he is also the son of the 'Coed Killer', a boy already well 
versed in the vocabulary of evil. When Branch urges Eddie to write a paper on his own father, the 
best of intentions go horribly awry.

Thomas H. Cook

��������	��
�������� explores the delicate balance between what we hope for and what we dread, 
the evil that may lie at the heart of goodness, and whose nature can only be learned in the 
classroom of life itself. 
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◦ This is Thomas H. Cook at his best – a masterclass in suspense that will slowly submerge you in 
a world of suspicion and shadows, subtly building the tension as the story remorselessly heads 
towards its shattering conclusion
◦ Quercus has published three previous Thomas H. Cook novels, the award-winning 
���������
(ISBN: 9781847245397, RRP: $22.95)���
����������	������� (ISBN: 9781847242570, RRP: 
$22.95) and �����
���������� (ISBN: 9781847241238, RRP: $19.95)
◦ �Thomas Cook writes like a wounded angel and 
��������� is one of his masterworks. Sorrow, 
suspicion, fear and forgiveness hang suspended over an almost unbearably increasing tension. In 
Cook’s hands, the crime novel, if that’s what this is, moves firmly into literature’ – Peter Straub
◦ This release will be supported with a promotional offer – each copy of ��������	��
�������� will 
carry a sticker inviting those who purchase it to email Murdoch Books with their details and we 
will send them a FREE copy of 
���������� in A format 
◦ A2 poster available (ISBN: 9787777003236)
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Thomas H. Cook is one of North America’s most respected crime writers. He won an Edgar award 
for his novel �
���
��
�����
�����		��� and has been shortlisted for the award six times, most 
recently with 
��������� , which was also shortlisted for the Duncan Lawrie Gold Dagger award. 
He has written 25 novels and his works have been translated into fifteen languages.
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